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with ambitions to climb to a height of twenty thousand or more,
is loath to believe himself of the same clay as ordinary hotel
guests. His mind is prone to wildest alarms about nameless
exotic diseases. Little was said, but a jumpy uneasiness lurked
behind the desultory conversation as we drifted in and out of
one another's rooms or up and down the veranda, listening to
the whirring of cicadas or stopping to examine the unfamiliar
moths round the electric lamps. In the light of later experience
how easy and how unfair it is to laugh at those exaggerated
fears!

The sun rose in a clear sky next morning and for a brief
hour or two the matchless panorama of the Gangotri peaks was
uncovered. Our goal stood outspread before us; catching that
first glimpse of the land of our dreams, what a passionate eager-
ness welled up in us to set out, leaving all tedious last-minute
organization to run itself. We longed to start, not the day after
the day after to-morrow, but in that very instant, along the
winding tracks that cross the seventy miles of forested foot-
hills to the base of the snowy ranges. Whoever has had ex-
perience of a get-away into the Himalaya must be familiar with
this impatience. One remembers several evenings standing
knee-deep in the debris of packing, to watch the twilight in
the valleys snuffed out by the over-hasty fingers of sub-tropical
nightfall, and sighing because yet another day's work stands
between oneself and departure. The vow is fiercely registered
each time to travel lighter and yet more light: and in fact, if
it is to be purely a question of travelling, that is easy enough,
as we have since found out; but when the programme includes
mountaineering, with its siege tactics, a certain minimum of
climbing gear and provisions for spending several weeks on
glaciers is unavoidable, and that minimum when stacked
together in one place can look disconcertingly elaborate.

Before 1983 few expeditions had gone up from Mussoori.
There was no tradition behind the formation of a bandobasi
such as exists, for instance, in Kashmir. This was not without
its compensations, for we escaped the regiment of touts which
falls upon the greenhorn in those other places, with its nicely-
graded tariffs based on the degree of "roughing it" required
or apprehended: so much for tents, chairs, tables, camp-beds,
commodes, and tin baths, with slight reductions on omitting any
one or other of these almost indispensable articles. How we